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Communiqué

Eritrea Symposium 2022
Need for a Shared Vision for a Stable Transition

Eritrea Symposium 2022, hosted by Eri-Platform in Frankfurt, Germany, during 15—17 April
2022, concluded with the following communiqué.

Concept

The Eritrean people paid so much sacrifice for independence in pursuit of a better life of freedom,
justice, democracy, and prosperity. In an ironic twist of history, however, victory in the armed
struggle produced the exact opposites in peacetime. Eritrean political movements, groups, and
individuals, at home and abroad, need to work together to catalyse home grown change and stable
transition to a constitutional government that is founded on the rule of law, committed to
democratic principles, and guarantees the fundamental rights and freedoms as well as the
prosperity of all citizens.

To this end, Eri-Platform convened Eritrea Symposium 2022 under the theme of the Need for a
Shared Vision for a Stable Transition. The Symposium, organised in five interrelated and
complementary thematic panels, facilitated frank and open dialogue designed to strengthen
solidarity and build coalescence among Eritrean activists in the Diaspora.

Building on its facilitation of the 2017 Conference on Transformative Collaboration (CTC), Eri-
Platform convened Eritrea Symposium 2022, the 5" iteration of its Symposia series hosted in
Europe and the United States. Symposium participants include diverse Eritrean activists engaged
in political organisations, civil society associations and human rights advocacy groups.

Eri-Platform, AISBL, is an international civil society association that works to promote rule of
law, democratic principles and respect for human rights and avails a forum for inclusive dialogue
on important related national, regional, and international issues and events affecting Eritrea and
the Horn of Africa.

Topics
The Eritrea Symposium 2022 focused on five thematic panels, namely:

1) Geopolitics: Regional Conflict Dynamics and Sustaining Eritrea’s National Security
Interest.

2) Change from Within: Empowering the People’s Agency in Democratic Change and
Transition.

3) Reconciliation: Overcoming Divisions, Polarisation, and Fragmentation in the Diaspora.

4) Alternative Vision: Building Common Ground Based on a Shared Vision of a Democratic
and Just Eritrea.

5) Coalescence: Building Broad Coalescence to Catalyse Change and Democratic Transition.

Each panel comprised a moderator and two panellists to address each theme, followed by open
discussion.

Outcome
After extensive debates and deliberations, the participants agreed on the following outcomes:

1. The symposium renewed its commitment to continue its advocacy for the
implementation of the Eritrean Constitution and the protection of the country’s vital
national interests and the harmony of its people.

2. The symposium renewed its commitment to encourage, support and strengthen the
agency of the Eritrean people to crystallise autonomous change toward a stable
transition to a constitutional government.

3. The symposium formed a General Assembly that will guide its work and established a
Coordinating Team to facilitate the execution of the identified tasks.

For more information, please visit www.eri-platform.org.
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