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End the War and Make Peace Based on the Rule of Law 
Forcible occupation of territory constitutes an act of aggression under international law. Failing 
peaceful means, the forceful liberation of occupied territory and the removal of threats of 
expansionist invasion constitute legitimate acts of self-defence under international law. 
Securing territorial integrity and removing an existential threat to sovereignty are in the interest 
of the Eritrean people and the national security of the Eritrean State.   
War is the continuation of politics by violent means to seize state power and defend or expand 
territory. The TPLF triggered the current civil war in Ethiopia with the aim to recapture State 
power or, failing that, to secede and establish an enlarged independent Tigray carved out of 
parts of Eritrea and Ethiopia. Neither aim is feasible. This infeasibility renders the war 
senseless; the attendant destruction of property, devastation of livelihoods and human suffering 
tragic; and the pipedream to reconfigure the present state system in the region a recipe for 
continued turmoil, chronic instability, and wanton misery. 
The civil war in Ethiopia must thus end in a manner that provides for accountability based on 
the rule of law to secure viable peace and reconciliation. Among other things, there should be 
independent investigation of actual and alleged core crimes under international criminal law, 
such as genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and the crime of aggression. Those 
found to have committed verifiable crimes must be brought to justice and made accountable 
for their deeds. Such essential measures would establish the facts of who did what and what 
really happened on the ground and put to rest all unfounded accusations and fabricated 
narratives of genocide.   
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